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For effective monitoring of disaster management practices on a continuing basts, it 13 proposed to

establish a fessr Case Stations. This approach is quite different from the conventional case studies, and

wrill document of wwhat has been accomplished during a given period in a given setting with prowvision

for monitoring and assessing the reliability of the findings on a sustained basis.

The characteristics of Caze Stations are:
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CASIFiCa Research Bulletin: First Issue

Greetings from CASIFICA Research Leader
Professor Morio Okada,

Disaster Prevention Research Institute {DPRI)
Kyoto University, Japan

Az the research leader of the CASIFICA research program, I am
pleased to announce the publication of the first issue of our CASIFICA
Fesearch Bulletin, Mow we can start sharing our ongoing challenges
with our implementation-oriented research collaborators, potential
participants and anonymous audience,

The bulletin will be published bimonthly, Each issue will feature an
update on the research activites of a particular CASIFICA region. As
we will explain later, we have so far five regions (corresponding
countries) registered with this program, which is basically funded by
the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Technology (MEXT) of
the Japanese Government for the three year period &pril 2005 to
March 2002, The regions are lJapan, China, Mepal, India and Turkey,
YWe intend to rotate the role of editor-in-chief among these, whereby
assistance will be provided by all regions. This way the overall
research outcomes are intended to be systematically updated at
least within a cycle of one year,

In addition to this bimonthly bulletin, our CASIFICA publication
committes plans to regularly publicize CASIFICA working papers to he
contributed primarily by PhD students, postdoctoral and young
scientists, who are involved in this program. It is also our intention to
initiate a new electronic research journal, Implementation Science for
IDRIM (Integrated Disaster Risk Management), which focuses on our
CASIFICA research activities, The journal is hoped to be published
twice a year, and for this purpose we are prepared to set up our
editarial board which adopts a special reviewing system supported by
our MEXUS-IDRIM academics and other professionals.

Your comments and opinions about this CASIFICA Research Bulletin
are very welcome, We plan to open a new column to accommodate
them.
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